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I can or MINE OWN SELF DO NOTHING. 


Fu jews were very greatly offended at Jeſus 
Chriſt, becauſe he had miraculouſly healed a man 
on the fabbath-day by only bidding him to rife, take 
up his bed, and walk; and, further, becauſe he had 
added, in juftification of himſch, that it was by the 
power of his father that he had done this miracles 
Any reaſonable perſon- would have apprehended 


that this diſavowal of any extrdotdinary power. na- 


turally exiſting in himſeif would have foftenedz 
rather than ſtrengthened, their prejudices againſk | 
bim: but, directly contrary to any fuch expecta - 
tion, by his calling God his father; (though he is 
doth the father and the friend of the whole human 
race) he had, in the eſtimation of his ready and 
willing accuſers, made hiniſelf Lot cual with ag 
hk :unto Gd. 

In the ſequel of this mal our lord; in 
reply aſſures them, that, ſo far from affecting to 
aſſume any atttibute of deity, every entraordi- 
nary power he poſſeſſed was a merely. delegated, 
truſt from God: an the ſame time telling chem, that 
33 * A 3 ſuch 


C1 
fuch power would be increaſed even to the raifing 
perſons from the dead ; (v. 21.) and that the time 
would come, when all who were M thetr graves 
ſhould hear his voice, and ſhould come forth they 
that had done good, unto the reſurrection of lie; 
and they that had dine evil, unto the reſurrection 
of condemnation. (v. 28, 29.) 

He then repeats, according to the 3oth verſe, 
what is before recorded im the 19th can of 
mine own ſelf do nothing. He alſo appeals to the 
evidence of John the baptiſt, who bore witneſs to 
the truth, (v. 32.)—to the works which the father 
had given him to finiſh, (v. 36) and to the ſcrip- 
tures of the old Teſtament, which Oe of him. 
(v. 39.) 

In the courſe of this argument, 9 80 expreſ- 
fions occur, which, from the mere ſound of them, 
as they are rendered in our common verſion, have 
been greatly mifunderſtood, even by ſome who 
ought to have known better, Paſlages, plainly in- 
tended to exprefs the mere agency of Chriſt, and 
kis ſubſervience to the will of God, but, at the ſams 
time, to mark his faithfulneſs as a divine meſſenger 


and prophet, have been conſidered as repreſenting 


kim equal to, or one and the ſame Being with, the 
one only living and true God. 

Such of theſe paſſages as are to be found in our 
context deſerve our obſervation, and ought not 
| to be _—_— by — for though there is no 
difficulty 
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difficulty in attaining a juſt and rational interpres 
tation of them, they are among the number of 
thoſe which are frequently conſidered as deciſive, 
in favour of that elevation, and thoſe. pretenſions, 
which Chriſt not only never claimed. for himſelf, 
but which he appears to have repeatedly re- 
nounced, whenever his followers were diſpoſed to 
aſcribe, or his adverſaries to impute, them to him. 

For inſtance; —in reference to the offence taken 
by the phariſees at our lord's curing a man on the 
ſabbath-day, he ſays, (in the 17th verſe of the 
chapter before us,) my father worketh hitherto, i.e. 
in the ordinary courſe of his never- ceaſing provi- 


dence, on the ſabbath, as well as on other days; 


and while I am doing his will and work, by bene- 
fiting his creatures of mankind, I ſhall be approved 
by him. Hereupon, they were the more exaſpe- 
rated, becauſe he called God his father ; and be. 


| cauſe he made himſelf, faid they, (not #qual"with 


God, as we read it in our tranſlation, 'but)-J;s'w1to 
God, by aſſuming ſo much of his prerogative;-as to 
work on the ſabbath-day, as well as God himfelf. 
Thus we ſee that our common verſion miſre- 
preſents the idea which the phariſees themfelves 
had formed of Jefus from this action: for they 
did not charge him with claiming an equality with 
God, but as treſpaſſing upon, and exerciſi ing, his 
appropriated prerogative: forgetting, no doubt, 
what Jeſus had obſerved to them on à ſimilar oc- 
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caſion, that if any of them had an afs, or an br, 
fallen into a pit, he ſtraightway pulled it out on 
the ſabbath· day. (Luke xiv. 5.) Wherefore, as 
we read in Matthew's goſpel, it i- "lawful 16 4 
Well on the ſabbath-days.: (Matt. xii; 14.) 
And, in confutation of the ſuppoſed aided 
in out lord, which is couched in the obſervation 
of the phariſees, he proceeds moſt explicitly ta 
declare that all his extraordinary power was derived 
ſrom, and the voluntary gift of, God.—In the 
courſe of this repreſentation of himſelf, he ſays, 
abe Father judgeth no nan, but hath cammitted all 
Judgment unto the ſon, that all men ſhould ho- 
nom the ſon, even as they honour the Father. (v. 22, 
23. This delegation of all judgment neceſſarily 
ymplies as great a diſtance as between maſter and 
Servant ;. and the honowr here required to be given 
tothe for is only in reference to the honour of the 
Father, who committed ſuch judgment to bim. 
In the fame manner, all reſpect paid to magiſtrates 
48 not to any ſuppoſed inherent perſonal ſupremacy 
in them, but to the office to which they are ap- 
pointed by, and for the benefit of, the governed. 
be reſpect ſhewn to the ſervant, is, primarily, a 
_ e#eſpect:! to the maſter, in whoſe ſervice he is; 
rand our lord himſelf uſes this very argument 
be that honour tth- not the fon, henoureth not the 
| Father aubo hath ſent him. (v. 23.) 
| | Iadod the very palig re ws the exp 
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fion in our verſion, which appears to the engliſn 
ear to equalize the two characters of Gd and 
Chriſt, and to blend them into one, (which never 
theleſs are at as infinite a diſtance, as the creator is» 
from the creature, even after admitting all the & 
cellence which we aſcribe to Chriſt to attach itſelſ 
to his character,) the expreſſion in our verfian is, 
Lay, evidently a miſeonſtruction of the original. 
text. The requiſition does not, by any means, go» 
ſo far as to require us to honour the ſon ven ag, or 
with equal honour as, (which the phraſe ſeems ta 
import, ) we henqour the Father. It cannot be cone: 
« cluded, or inferred from hence, (ſays that learned 
& ynitarian chriſtian, Mr. Cardale,) that the Father 
L and ſon are one in effence, or equal in dignity, 
te power, and glory; or that the very ſame, or equal 
&« honours are due to each. The adverb, in the ori- 
e ginal, [vabes, ] rendered even as, fignifies here and 
in other places, only a general ſimilitude, or 
* analogy, and not an exact equality. In John's 
g goſpel, (xvii. 11, 21, 22, 23.) we find the word 


* uſed in this ſenfe, where the oneneſs of believers 


% among themſelves is faid to be. [ala] as the 
« exenc/s, of Chriſt and his Father. But as be- 
« lievers are not one Being, fo neither are Chriſt 
and his Father. The meaning of the words ig 
« this, that as the jews already henoured God, the 
Father, fo they ſhould alſo for the future honour 
. the ſon of God honour him as having all judg- 
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ment committed to him; acknowledge him to 
«be lord to <he glory of God the Father. The 
«ſenſe of our lord here is much the ſame as in 
« John (xiv. 1.) where he tells his diſciples that, 
«as they did already believe in God, they ſhould 
 aiſe believe in him; it being the mind and will 
« of God the Father, that his ſon ſhould be ho- 
« noured with faith and obedience as well as him- 
«TH, fo that he who honoureth not the ſon, (by 
 helieving and obeying him) diſhonoyeth the 
Father who ſent him: not that they ſhould ho- 
* nour him as much as the Father who ſent 
him v. | | 

But, it is not er; that we ſhould reſt this 
important doctrine, the unity of God, upon the 
correction of the tranſlation of a few paſſages only, 
as if this were done in accommodation to a fa- 
yorite hypotheſis, that required learning and la- 
bor to eſtabliſh it, —we- may, and do, appeal to a 
multitude of poſitive texts, and to the tenor of the 
whole new Teſtament. The apoſtle John him- 
ſelf records many declarations of our lord, which 
are fo clear, that they feem to have been intended 
to prevent any ſuch miſtake :—The words that I 
ſpeak unto you I ſpeak not if myſelf, and the Fa- 
ther who dwelleth i in me, he doth the works 10. ) 


; ee Cardale's Te doctrine of the N. T. p. 103. note. 3 


"Wee 0 > live 


6 * 


— — My, * * 


EW.) 
1 live by the Father (vi. 57.) The' Father hath 
given to the fon to have life in himſelf ; and hath 
given him authority to eecute judgment: (v. 265 
27.) He even calls his Father the only true Gd; 
(John xvii. 3.) that they might know thee, the only 
true God, . Feſus the Chrift whom thou haſt ſent. 

' Notwithſtanding all theſe ſtrong and unequivo« 
cal expreſſions of our lord, —all of which we meet 
with in John's goſpel, -how inconſiſtently with 
the words of Chriſt himſelf do ſome people make 
this apoſtle ſpeak, while they interpret the preface 
or beginning of this evangeliſt's hiſtory of his 
maſter to ſignify the equality and co- eternity of 
Chriſt with God, when he ſays, — In the beginning 
was the word, and the word was with God, and 
the word was God? How much more critically 
correct, - more rational, - more conſiſtent with 
himſelf, and with the context, is it to conſider 
the phrafe — the word, as meaning the power or 
wiſdom of God, — an attribute of deity which ex- 
iſted from eternity, which was with him, and in⸗ 


- ſeparable from him from the beginning, and by) 


which we may underſtand none other to be meant 
than God himſelf ? Correſpondent with which 
che pſalmiſt had before faid (xxxiii. 6.) By the 
WORD of the Lord were the heavens made; 
i. e. nat by Chriſt, in any ſuppoſed pre-exiſterſt 
ſtate, but by the almighty fiat of God himſelf, who 
called the world inte being, by willing it to be. 
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Is notwithſtanding what has been obſerved in 
various places, we ſuppoſe, for à moment, with, 
ſome, that this paſſage ſhould ſtill be conſidered 
as ſpeaking of Jeſus Chriſt, it muſt nevertheleſs 
he underſtood. immediately to refer to his miffion 
being ſupported and directed by the power and 
wiſdom of almighty God. In like manner, the 
apoſtle Paul's doctrine concerning the creation of 
Il kings by Jeſus Chriſt has reſpect anly to me 
goſpel - diſpenſation *,—not ta the formation of the 
univerſe, when he had no other exiſtence than in 
eee eee 875 
We will now offer a few general obſervations, 
as inferences from our ſubject, and ks our 
attention, | 
e.) The 8 which Jeſus Chriſt was 
intended to ſuſtain appears not only to have been 
well-underſtood, but to have been very plainly 
ſtated, by bimſelf. —AIl that he ſays of himſelf is 
| expreſſed in the language natural to a truly hum 
ble and amiable mind :—he, at all times, aſcribes 
to God the extraordinary power he poſſeſſed, and: 
lf exhibited in the miracles which he wrought : he 
makes no pretenſions to any higher character than. 
chat of the agent or. inſtrument of almighty God, 
appointed to do his will ;—all things, ſays he, 


e * 5 given me, are of thee: 
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(John xvii. 7.) and again, I came not 40 de my-0wn 
will, but the will of him that ſent me. (John vi. 38. 
Whenever: his diſciples are diſpoſed to give to him 
chat honour which peculiarly belongs to. God,—he 
_ inſtantly rejects their offer and corrects their miſ- 
take. When one of his followers, from the fullneſs 
of an honeſt heart, accoſted him with only the 
courteous appellation of good. maſter, he-replicdgr= 
WWhy-calleft thou me geod F there is md gd: hu 
one, that. is, Gad. (Matt. xix. 374). : 11149 26; 
. | So diſtant were the thoughts. of Jeſus from any 
aſſumption, or claim, of divine honours, that he 
repeatedly prayed to God, and directed others to do 
the fame, giving even a ſhort form, ot ſummary...of 
prayer, addreſſed to God, as eur Father. in haaten- 
(See Matt. xxvii. 46. Ichn xvii- 16.) And, in- 
deed, had he claimed any ſhare in the unrivalled 
ſupremacy of the one only living and true God, he 
would have deſtroyed his own teſtimony, and; the 
teſtimony of thoſe ſcriptures. which foretold; his 
coming, and muſt . 
deen convicted as an impoſtor. D i. 
Concluding, therefore, chat the nden of dairy 
in no wife belongs to the perſon of Chriſt, by: what 
other name can we denominate the religious homage 
Which the far greater partlof the chriſtian wotld:pay 
to him, than by the name of idolatry ? And how 


Inconſiſtent is it, in any proteſtant community, 0 


conſider the worlbip hich the romaniſts give toma 
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dong catalopue vf ſaints, and to Mary the naodlley 
olf Jeſus, as dolatrous, and not to ſee ho forcibly 
the ſume language will apply to themſelves? T 
pretend to ſay tut the caſes do not reſemble each 
vihier, making a diſtinction without a difference. 
Jelus, the child of Mary, whether her fon by Joſeph 
her buſdand, or miraculouſſy conceived, was ſtill a 
mn, che ereature of God,,—ſent, or appointed by 
Him, for the great purpoſe of evidencing his will to 
the world; and, as ſuch, as incapable of ſfiaring in 
the appropriated and pre- eminent attributes of deity, 
us any other creature whom God hath made. To 
aimagime the contrary. involves all the contradictions 
hat tm male the underſtanding of man ſtand aghaſt 
ann elt. Nothing but a mental blindneſs can 
account fof dhe admiſfon and reception of ſuch no- 
Mons, aut nothing but the moſt invineible prejudice 
en cent for the continuance of them in the 
Jord Bacen being himſelf a believer of a trinity in 
dis works? © A chriſtian? (ſays this æxtraordinary 
man 3 / meaning Yiereby the athanaſian chriſtian, 
ad member of the church H England,) © believes 
[A aee to be ono; and one to be three 3 a father not 
{  *Rtb/techieyithan his folks a ſon to be equal with 
e cn win both g as /believing three perſons in 
ne nature, and. tu natnres 1 in one perſon. He 
£4 « believes 
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« beheves a virgin to be —— a bn; and 
« that very ſon of hers to be her maker... He be- 
„ heves bim to have. been ſhut up ina narrom room 
< whom heaven and earth cnuld not contain. Hr 
and is, born from everkſting: He believes bin 
to have been a weak child, carried in ams, whid- 
4 is the almighty; and him ence: to: have died un 
4 only hath life and immottality in himſelſ .?? And 
to have eteated, by his -own-power, the ſyſtems uf 
the univerſe, who repeatedly and ſalemnly declateil, 
that, of himſelf, he could do nothing: and alſo, by 
his on power, to have done fuch works as Nice 
— eduld do, except Ci 
were with him. This is not to honour him, but to- 
to oppaſe him, in whom ſome-pretend: 
to repoſe n and by whoſe name they 
Plant Sn f10 tien r 22 20 18 b bas 
Again; 129 IVhen the hand of this dodrine- 
5 confound the faith of thoſe! Mh profeſs 
to believe in ed ſo. ferong do we oftemimes obſerve 
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doe al paper entitled u Phe 3 
in paradoxes and ſerming contradiſtions, in :Bacen's Works, 
voi. p; ag of the ag editing, 9278, Apd for eh Nen. 
par in nl athana ſian trinity, ſee his Confeſſion of fab,” in 
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Their attachment to ſyſtem, that they relinquiſh it 
with reluctance, even when their convictions have 
received a contrary ĩtnpreſſion. Inſomuch ſo, that 


they frequently advance by degrees, and, before 


they go ſo far as to declare for the proper and 
abſolute unity of God, they fall into ſome no leſs 
ſanciſul conceptions upon this ſubject than thoſe 
which they have relinquiſſiedconceits theſe which 
God or man. Perhaps the tranſition from myſtery 
full light of day, may be too great for common 
minds, or common eyes, to bear. And, indeed, it 
is always moſt deſirable that public opinion fhould 


change by degrees, in order that ĩt may be built on 
a broad and ſure baſis; except indeed on thoſe par- 
. -ticular;emergencies, when great convulſions, like 


a meteor or a comet, illuminate the furrounding 
atmoſphere; and, if we wiſh to preſerve the light 
and advantages which, on thoſe great occaſions, are 
:offered to us, we: muſt ſecure! them hy an uncon- 
„„ eee Nee went reſolution e 
In the ee of our W {FR 
is more obvious to add, to: what has been already 
ſuic than that thoſe who are fully perſuaded in 


their 'own minds of the abſolute unity of God, 


ſhould at all. times, in all circumſtances, and at 


all braut diſpaiionately vindicate his - honour, 


which 


n 
which he cannot ſhare with another; and firmly 
maintain the peetleſs majeſty of the greateſt and 
beſt of Beings, from the joint ſeoffs of thoſe, ho; 
reſigning the uſe of their reaſon, believe too 
much, and of thoſe alſo, who, thinking themſelves 
wiſe aboye what is written, revile the well-au- 
thenticated records of revelation. i 

It has frequently been aſked, whether the keen 
adverſaries, or the injudicious friends, of revelas 
tion have done it the greateft injury? A little 
obſervation on what we ſee paſſing in the worldz 
and the due confideration of the circumſtances of 
the caſe, will enable any candid and impartial per- 
fon to give the proper anſwer. He who forms 2 
right judgment, without uſing his reafon, it right 
upon truſt; but he who exerciſes his 'underftand4 
ing will be right at all events, from conviction 
Befides, he who reaſons may be convinced and 
converted, but nothing ſhort of a miracle wilt 
convince or convert him, who pays implicit obe 
dience to the deciſions of his forefathers in the 

days of darknefs and ſuperſtition. Neither is this 
ſecluſion of the reafoming faculty from the con 
cerns of religion leſs criminal, than the great ſpread 
of -anfidelity, occafioned thereby, has been eaten 
_ five, This averſion to all examination» into the 
evidences and doctrines of the goſpel; has been 
the threſhold, at which many vf our fellow-orpes 
wres have ſtumbled and allen. This. ches 
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own ſhame.. Nevertheleſs, objections to chriſtiz- 
nity. have been propagated by its open enemies, and 
bave receiyed ſome confiderable ſupport from its 
falſe friends, owing. to their attachment to. a cer- 
tain alliance that has diſgraced the pure and free 
word of truth.—The injury which the. faith of 
the goſpel has received from theſe quarters has 
peen abundantly repelled by, and even given exiſt- 
ence to, ſome of our beſt-argued defences and 
vindications of the genuine doctrines and precepts 
of the goſpel. - The cauſe of truth owes much to 
the free-thinkers, and the devotees of particular 
ſyſtems, for the examination which they have 
excited both of the. evidences and doctrines 
of chriſtianity.— But of the two characters, 
I: conſider the free -thinker as the moſt defery- 
ing. He is generally the more candid, and may 
be converted to a rational belief; but he who 
tepoſes his underſtanding in the myſterious, in- 
comprehenſible, and contradictory confeſſion of 
ay church, ſubjugates his reaſon to a foreign 
nuthor̃ity, and (if arrived at a certain age) will 
probably remain unenlightened as long as he lives. 
The gloomy credulity of theſe tends to nothing 
but to confirm and eftabliſh their minds in inac- 
ceiſſiblet darkneſs, While rays of light may, at 
fome ſerious moment, penetrate the mind of the 
inquiringi deiſt. It is juſt the fame with ſome 


oppoſite paſſions. af the human beart 3 at baſty 
15:9 man 
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man is generally generous and forgiving, but a 
ſullen temper is malignant and invincible. Both 
are reprehenſible; but we all know which is leaſt 
injurious to its owner, and leaſt offenſive to ſo- 
ciety, on the whole. | 

Let us, then, inquire, examine, and judge for 
' ourſelves. The reſult, I truſt, will be the more 
entire confirmation of heart and mind—that God 
is one,—one ſelf-exiſtent and independent ſpirit, 
the only object of our religious worſhip ; and 
that Jeſus is the Chriſt, whom God commiſſioned 
to declare his will, but who was ſo far from 
ſharing, in any degree, in the appropriate and in- 
communicable attributes of the one God, Jeno- 
VAH, that he could of himſelf do nothing. 


THE END. 
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